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General George W. Casey, U.S. Army Chief of Staff, 
Highlights recent Chapter dinner.

Accepting our award is LTC Sharlee Smith, with COL 
George Lanning, President 6th AUSA Region & CSM 
Philip Johndrow, US Army Combined Arms Center & 
Fort Leavenworth, guest speaker at the region breakfast.

Chapter Awarded Streamer

The William C. Westmoreland Chapter has earned 
streamers for:

   •  Greatest Percent Increase in Corporate Membership

      •  Army Birthday Celebration

        •  ILW

          •  Support to ROTC

            •  Star Chapter

              •  Merit Chapter

                 •  Presidents Club Gold

COL Charles Grundy and CSM Lee Albin Inducted 
into National Guard Hall of Fame

Chapter members COL Charlie Grundy and CSM Lee Albin were 
inducted into the National Guard Hall of Fame during the Guard’s 
Retiree Appreciation Day earlier this month. COL Grundy is a Senior 
Project Manager with a local architectural firm and CSM Albin is an 
Army Instructor in the Junior ROTC Program at Hug High School.

With their induction, they join Hall of Famers MG Doug Byington, 
COL Charles Fulkerson and LTC Sharlee Smith, all members of the 
Westmoreland Chapter.

Newsletter Design by Bernie Stolzman      —      Photos by Bob Fritz
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          The President’s Message

Well, we did it! With help from the other two 
sponsoring organizations, we planned and host-
ed a dinner for the Army’s Chief of Staff, Gen-
eral George Casey, who visited Reno on Friday, 
September 18th.

Among the 187 who attended the dinner were 
Governor Jim Gibbons, Congresswoman Bar-
bara Vucanovich, General John Abizaid, Mayor Geno Martini, 
Washoe School Superintendent Heath Morrison, Washoe Sheriff 
Mike Haley, former Aide to the Secretary of the Army Jon Bengs-
ton, Director of Homeland Security for Nevada Rick Eaton, Major 
General Floyd Edsel, Brigadier General Frank Gonzales, and the 
newly appointed Senior Enlisted Leader for Nevada, Command 
Sergeant Major Steve Sitton. 

It was a gala event attested to by an email received from General 
Casey’s Outreach Officer who wrote, “The Chief was so pleased 
with this visit (Reno) that he wants to go to every state to speak 
before his term is over.” Thanks to all of you who attended and 
enjoyed the first-ever visit by an Army Chief of Staff to Reno and 
Sparks. 

Thanks also to you, our Chapter members, who have helped pro-
pel our membership to an all-time high of 176 members. Many of 
those who have joined us were invited to our events where they 
learned of the support we provide for National Guard Soldiers 
and Airmen, the Veterans Guest House, and the ROTC programs. 
They also appreciated the speakers we have obtained and decided 
we had enjoyable events and were doing worthwhile work. They 
joined. Together, let’s set a goal of 200 members and move toward 
it. The more members we have, the more good deeds we can do.

Our next dinner will be the evening of November 11th, Veterans’ 
Day, when the newly appointed Adjutant General for Nevada, 
Brigadier General William Burks, will bring us up to date on the 
Guard’s training and support of the wars of Iraq and Afghanistan. 
It will be at the Tamarack Junction and include several events to 
honor our Veterans. Please attend and bring a guest.

Best regards, Jack Logan.

Veterans Day Dinner

Please mark your calendars for attendance at our Veterans Day Din-
ner to be held on the evening of November 11, 2009. The Tamarack 
Junction in South Reno will be the venue and BG William Burks, 
the newly appointed Adjutant General for Nevada, will be our guest 
speaker. Call Jack Logan for reservation form, at 624-6450.

Chapter Officers & Directors

President: Jack Logan
Phone: (775) 624 - 6450
e-Mail: jack-jennylogan@sbcglobal.net

1st Vice President: Dick Hobbs
Phone: (775) 424 - 6333
e-Mail: ColDoc@worldnet.att.net

Secretary: Dee Rahlf
Phone: (775) 359 - 2975
e-Mail: Deelloy@aol.com

Treasurer: Charlie Grundy
Phone: (775) 827 - 1420
e-Mail: Charlie@svwbarchitects.com

Immediate Past Pres. Doug Byington
Phone: (775) 358 - 0297
e-Mail: dyybyington@aol.com

VP, Ntl Grd Matters Sharlee Smith
Phone: (775) 287 - 5698
e-Mail: dancincharley_o@yahoo.com

VP, Corp. Mmbrshp Jim Nicholson
Phone: (775) 786 - 7951
e-Mail: tkanis@aol.com

VP, NCO/Soldiers Lloyd Rahlf
Phone: (775) 359 - 2975
e-Mail: LRahlf@aol.com

VP, Recruiting David Sousa
Phone: (775) 971 - 6010
e-Mail: NVRAIDERFAN@ME.com

Webmaster Bob Fritz
Phone: (775) 636 - 7243
e-Mail: bob@afritz.org

Mailing Address: AUSA Westmoreland Chapter
 P.O. Box 8144
 Reno, NV  89507-8144

Web Site: www.ausa-westmoreland.org

Other Happenings

The Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) is holding 
their annual military ball and installation of officers on December 
9, 2009. Please contact Tom Buntin (775) 827-3930 if you would 
like to attend.
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Seen at the 2009 Chapter Picnic

David Sousa, Fall 2009 Newsmaker

As a valued member of our Chapter’s Executive Committee, Dave 
Sousa has a varied military background and a rich involvement in 
community affairs. Life began for Dave in September of 1968 in 
Stockton, California where his father worked for the US Forest 
Service. When dad was promoted to a higher position, the family 
moved to Reno where Dave’s schooling began 
and culminated in his graduation from Wooster 
High School in 1987. Two brothers accompa-
nied the family to Reno.

During high school David enjoyed volunteer 
work, initially with retarded children at Camp 
“Lots of Fun” at Lake Tahoe. As he says, “ I 
enjoyed doing things for other people.” Once 
high school was behind him, and not knowing 
what he wanted to do with his life, he turned 
to the military. This was not unusual as his 
grandfather had service in both World War Two and Korea, and his 
father had served in Vietnam. Two months after graduation, David 
enlisted in the Army and began training at Fort Benning as an in-
fantryman. This specialty didn’t last long as the Army had needs 
for air defense artillerymen which David became at Fort Irwin, 
California, his first duty station after leaving Fort Benning.

Promoted to Specialist E4, he competed for the job of driving for 
the Post Commander who at the time was a Brigadier General 
named Wesley Clark. His selection encouraged him to continue his 
military service and he reenlisted receiving his choice of duty sta-
tion, Berlin Germany, where he served until 1995 when he was as-
signed to Fort Leonard Wood until leaving the Army in 1996. Re-
turning to Reno, he joined the Nevada National Guard as a military 
policeman soon transferring to the signal corps where he became 
trained as a Multi-Channel Systems Operator. He served with the 

Guard for two years becoming discouraged with the lack of pro-
motion opportunities and wanting to further his civilian education.

In 1998 David left the Guard and gained employment with the 
Nevada State Correctional System which supported his educa-
tional pursuits at Truckee Meadows Community College. Within 
a month of 9/11 he returned to the National Guard as an E4 in the 

Signal Battalion. By then he had earned two 
Associate Degrees from the Truckee Mead-
ows Community College; one in criminal jus-
tice and the other in basic education. 

Soon thereafter, David deployed with the 
72nd Military Police Company to Iraq with an 
MOS of a Military Police Officer prompting 
his assignment to the Abu Garib Prison which 
was later to become notorious for the miscon-
duct of prison guards from other units. His 

duty involved tower watch over the 800 inmates imprisoned there. 
While there he was promoted to E5, and upon his return to Nevada, 
he rejoined the Signal Battalion in the newly created position of 
Battalion Career Counselor. By 2007 he had been promoted to E7 
with his part time job in the Guard being the Operations NCOIC 
for the Plans Division of the Signal Corps.  

In addition to David’s service on the Executive Committee of our 
Chapter of AUSA, he finds time to be the Commander of the 200 
member Sparks post of the VFW, a position he has held for the past 
four years. He is also active in the Sparks Post of the American 
Legion and is a member of the Committee that oversees Employer 
Support of the Guard and Reserve.

We are indeed fortunate to have such a dedicated and knowledge-
able person in our ranks.



Out & About

Colonel Bob Fritz, our Chapter Webmaster, and Lieutenant Colonel Sharlee Smith, Vice President for National Guard Matters, 
attended the Annual Meeting of the AUSA in Washington, DC, earlier this month. Sharlee arrived a week early as a member of 
the Resolutions Committee to help formulate the draft Resolutions for the coming year. Bob also represented the Senior Army 
Reserve Commanders Association as the Executive Director. 

We are indebted to Bernie Stolzman for the preparation of this newsletter. Bernie is the husband of Chapter member Colonel 
Kathy Roehr who supervises all ambulatory care for Reno’s VA Hospital. Bernie is on the mend following chemotherapy and 
radiation treatment this summer. We wish him continued improvement in his health and MANY THANKS for his computer skills 
and willingness to contribute in a big way to the Chapter.

Colonel Dick Hobbs has been busy this summer speaking before various community groups largely focusing his remarks on 
Islamic radicalism and its danger for the United States. His audiences have included Colonel Ty Cobb’s National Security Fo-
rum, the Republican Womens’ Club, the Good Old Days Club and, most recently, the 66th Reunion of the 558th Field Artillery 
Battalion, a 155 mm SP battalion that supported Patton’s Third Army and went into Bastogne. This latter group included about 
a dozen World War Two veterans as well as a couple veterans from Iraq.

Lieutenant Colonel Norb Czech, Lieutenant Colonel Scott Maryott and CSM Del Lepley have combined their thoughts and 
talents to initiate a “Spirit of Woods” annual award for cadet leadership within the 11 high schools sponsoring Junior ROTC in 
Washoe County. Our Chapter has donated $250 toward the purchase of a large wall hanging that will display the name of each 
year’s winner of the award. The plaque will be unveiled in a ceremony at Reno High School on November 4, 2009 at 4:00 pm. 
The event is open to all.

CSM Alan Callanan who is currently in Iraq working for a security contractor timed his second leave to coincide with the run-
ning of the 10 mile race sponsored by AUSA and held during the Annual Meeting in Washington, DC. Alan has run the 10 miles 
several times in the past and enjoys the competition. Following his time in DC, the Command Sergeant Major spent 17 days at 
his home in Carson City before returning to Iraq for the completion of his tour.

Lieutenant Colonel Frank Turek , another Chapter member who is employed by a contractor, is mid-way in his tour in Afghani-
stan working as a mentor to the Afghan Army. Frank spent some leave time several weeks ago in Egypt where he enjoyed the 
culture and the upgraded life style, far different from the rather primitive amenities at his duty station.

Hearing our plea for a Chapter Secretary, Dee Rahlf, wife of Sergeant Major Lloyd Rahlf, joined our Chapter in her own name 
and volunteered her time and talents as a new Secretary. Thank you, Dee. You are doing a magnificent job! 

First Lieutenant Jim Nicholson, the Chapter’s Vice President for Corporate Membership has been doing outstanding work in 
recruiting new corporate members. In the last several months he has caused 5 new corporations to join the AUSA. At the Annual 
Meeting this month, our Chapter was recognized as having the largest increase in corporate membership of any chapter in our 
membership size class. Congratulations, Jim!

Caleb Cage  a West Point graduate and former Army Captain, was warmly received when he spoke recently to Ty Cobb’s Na-
tional Security Forum about his experiences in Iraq. Much of the materiel for his talk came from his book, The Gods of Diyala. 
General John Abizaid introduced Caleb and offered closing remarks following Caleb’s remarks.  Caleb continues to serve as the 
Senior Policy Advisor for Nevada’s Lieutenant Governor, Brian Krolicki, and was the planner for the very successful Commu-
nity Covenant Signing honoring Nevada’s Veterans that took place in Carson City on August 18, 2009.

Sergeant Major Lloyd Rahlf has once again been honored with the “Recruiter of the Year” award by the 101st Airborne Division 
Association for his recruiting efforts during 2009. This is the fourth consecutive year Lloyd has earned this recognition.


